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CONFIDENTIAL RANGOON 0747 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EAIDCBBM 

SUBJECT: RICE FOR CAMBODIA 

REF: STATE 055574 

1. BELIEVE CHANCES OF GUB BEING WILLING MAKE NEAR- TERM EXPORT 
SALES OF EVEN SMALL AMOUNT OF RICE TO CAMBODIA ARE NEGLIGIBLE. 

2. IN SPEECH MARCH 14 ( WEEKA 11, ITEM 2) PRIME MINISTER NE WIN 

IN EFFECT SAID THAT FOR FORESEEABLE FUTURE GUB WOULD EXPORT RICE 
ONLY WHEN ASSURED THAT DOMESTIC CONSUMPTION REQUIREMENTS COULD 
BE MET AND THAT SURPLUS DID IN FACT EXIST. GUB MUST THEREFORE 
ACT VERY CAUTIOUSLY. HE SAID. FULL TEXT SPEECH IN RANGOON PAPERS 
MARCH 15 AVAILABLE IN DEPARTMENT. 

3. NE WIN' S SPEECH WAS AGAINST BACKGROUND OF EARLIER PRESS REPORTS 
CONFIRMING PUBLIC' S KNOWLEDGE OF CRITICAL RICE SHORTAGE FOR MOST 
OF YEAR ( WEEKA 9, ITEM 5). 

MARTIN 
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